The Universe Next Door: a Basic Worldview Catalog, by James W. Sire. 3rd ed. Intervarsity Press, 1997.

Do you sometimes wonder where ideas held by secular or religious people originate? Quite often the answer is: from their worldview. What is a worldview? Although changing the definition somewhat in later editions, Sire states in this book that a worldview “is a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic makeup of our world.

Sire analyzes eight different worldviews: Christian theism, Deism, Naturalism, Nihilism, Existentialism, Eastern Pantheistic Monism, the New Age, and Postmodernism. He ask seven questions of each system of thought:
· What is prime reality—the really real?
· What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
· What is a human being?
· What happens to a person at death?
· Why is it possible to know anything at all?
· How do we know what is right and wrong?
· What is the meaning of human history?

The Universe Next Door has been published in two newer editions, but for someone who seeks to know more about the guiding ideas that circulate in our world, even this edition will give a good overview (the newer editions have updated the chapters on the New Age and Postmodernism, and the 5th edition has added a chapter on Islam). Even if one does not wish to capture the essence of every worldview, the chapter on Naturalism should be required reading for anyone who expects to confront the scientific age we live in.

Reviewed by Ray Doerksen
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