True For You, But Not For Me, by Paul Copan, Bethany House Publishers, 1998.

This is an excellent book on apologetics written at a layperson’s level by a current faculty member at Palm Beach Atlantic University. Paul Copan is a prolific writer on theological and philosophical themes, and his accessible style does not require a degree in philosophy to understand.

True For You, But Not For Me arms the Christian to think in basically four worldview areas—that is: 1) philosophical relativism, 2) moral relativism, 3) religious pluralism, and 4) the uniqueness of Christianity. The fifth section deals with the question: “What happens to those who have never heard the message of Christ; that is, the unevangelized?”

This book is good for individual study, but it would also make a good classroom text for Christians who wish to understand the worldviews that drive contemporary society. Have you ever faced a question from a non-believer that you felt you could not answer?  This book can equip you to discuss your faith more intelligently with seekers. Here’s an example of the author’s discussion with one person. An agnostic student challenged him: “Prove to me that God exists.” Copan answered: “What would you take as sufficient evidence?” After a moment of silence, the student responded: “I’ve never really even thought about it.” Copan uses that to illustrate that Christians are often too defensive and are intimidated when, with a little knowledge, they need not be.
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